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Gdańsk, 2020-12-01

To whom it may concern

POLISH REGISTER OF SHIPPING
AL. GEN. JÓŻEFA HALLERA 126

80-125 GDAŃSK
POLAND

PRS issues electronic documents for ships in accordance with the IMO 
Circular FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2

1. Validity and consistency with the format and content required by the relevant international convention or 
instrument, as applicable (FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.1.1)

Electronic certificates issued by PRS S.A. are subject to the same procedures as established for standard paper 
certificates. The content and format of electronic certificates is the same as in case of corresponding paper 
versions. The only difference is an electronic seal which confirms consistency of information contained in the 
electronic certificate and at once identifies PRS SA as the certificate issuer. In the paper version, the written 
signature of PRS SA employee and traditional seal confirm the consistency of the information placed in the 
certificate. The applied approach eliminates the necessity of printing out electronic certificate and providing 
hand-made signature and ink seal.

2. Protected from edits, modifications or revisions other than those authorized by the issuer or the Administration
(FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.1.2)

Electronic certificates issued by PRS SA are prepared and delivered in pdf format. Portable Printed Document 
(PDF) is an ISO-served international standard used for transfer of documents. PRS S.A. utilizes built-in functions 
made available by the PDF to safeguard the document from unauthorized edition and change. In case of any 
unauthorized change of the electronic certificate content, a message that the certificate is not valid appears. 

1
Polski Rejestr Statków S.A.
al. gen. Józefa Hallera 126
80-416 Gdańsk, Polska
Tel. (+48) 58 75 11 301
Fax (+48) 58 34 60 392
E-mail: mailbox@prs.pl
https://www.prs.pl

Zarejestrowany w:
Sąd Rejonowy Gdańsk-Północ w Gdańsku
VII Wydział Gospodarczy KRS
KRS nr 0000019880
NIP: 584- 030-44-72
Kapitał zakładowy i wpłacony 8 000 000 PLN

Konta bankowe:
PLN: BIGBPLPW; PL61 1160 2202 0000 0000 6189 6958
EUR: BIGBPLPW; PL20 1160 2202 0000 0003 1549 9928
USD: BIGBPLPW; PL86 1160 2202 0000 0003 1550 0777
GBP: BIGBPLPW; PL63 1160 2202 0000 0003 1550 1385



SHIP DIVISION
do@prs.pl

3. Unique tracking number used for verification as defined in paragraphs 3.5 and 3.6 (FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.1.3)

The unique tracking number UTN used for verification of electronic certificate is automatically generated by the 
PRS SA system. This number is based on random algorithm and has no reference to certificate parameters, dates 
and other information. The UTN number is embedded in electronic certificates issued by PRS SA.
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For the needs of electronic certificate verification, a www gate has been prepared to enable checking the 
certificate validity on the basis of the UTN number. The gate is placed under: https://ecert.prs.pl/
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Moreover, the UTN number, together with the www gate verification link, has been coded and embedded in 
electronic certificate, in QrCode format. The QrCode may be used for quick verification of certificate.
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4. Printable and visible symbol that confirms the source of issuance (FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.1.4).

PRS S.A. embeds in electronic certificates visible graphical elements, which explicitly identify the certificate 
issuer, inform on that the certificate is issued in electronic format and facilitate certificate verification with the 
use of www gate. The identifying elements are issued on the first page of document and may appear also on 
subsequent pages, depending on the kind of certificate.

5. Administrations that use websites for online viewing or verifying electronic certificates should ensure that 
these sites are constructed and managed in accordance with established information security standards for 
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access control, fraud prevention, resistance to cyberattacks and resilience to man-made and natural disasters 
(FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.2). 

PRS S.A. ensures the highest safety level during using on-line services for certificate verification. Communication
between the user browser and the server is coded with use of https protocol and is safety certified. The server is
protected from unauthorized access by a firewall. PRS SA cooperates with a firm being market leader specializing
in the protection of servers to ensure additional protection against cyberattacks. PRS S.A. performs also the data 
backup. The websites have been prepared based on HTML5, CSS3, JS and are managed by qualified employees.

6. Shipowners, operators and crews on ships that carry and use electronic certificates should ensure that these 
certificates are controlled through the safety management system, as described in section 11 of the 
International Safety Management Code (FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.3). 

PRS S.A. makes available to its Clients and to cooperating persons all mechanisms needed for the realization of 
established objective, including delivering information on how to authenticate the electronic certificate and how 
to perform its verification.

7. Electronic signatures applied to electronic certificates should meet authentication standards, as adopted by the 
Administration (FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2 4.4).   

PRS SA cooperates with Krajowa Izba Rozliczeniowa (the National Clearing House), recognized on the European 
and world scene, within the scope of generating electronic signatures for electronic certificates. The electronic 
signature is generated with the use of algorithm SHA256 RSA and is automatically verifiable by Online 
Certificate Status Protocol (OCSP).

Kind Regards 
Piotr Tomczak 
Deputy Director of Ship Division
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